
Written comments for First Plat Review of Jordan Retreat/1092 Jordan Dam Road

I am an adjacent property owner to the property that is proposed for development. I reside at 478 East

River Rd.

The concerns that I have about this development are from the potential erosion sediment and the septic

system that could affect my property and the properties in my subdivision.

We have three ponds in our subdivision that are basically back-to-backto-back with the last pond

discharging into the Haw River. I am concerned that sediment from erosion during the construction of
this subdivision could adversely affect the water quality along with impacts to the fish and other wildlife
The grade change in elevatfon from the proposed subdivislon is quite steep and most of the drainage

area feeds into the ponds and from surrounding properties.

I understand that some of the soils on this property are poor. With potentially 33 homes discharging

sewage into three septic fields close to adjacent properties in our subdivision, I am concerned that this

could also impact the water quality of the ponds. I am also concerned with any potential impact to my

well (that is located approximately 95 feet from the shared property line) which I use for all of my

domestic water.

At the last public meeting held, questions about the septic system being proposed were raised. The

primary engineer was unable to answer those questions and would have to refer them to the design

engineer of the septic system and promised to get back to us with answers to our questions and

concerns. Those questions and concerns were not answered, which raises even more concern.

Thank you for the opportunity to express my concerns about this proposed development and the
potential impact that it may have on the adjacent properties.

Wesley Atlen
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WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Hi Kimberly and Dan, 
 
I am the property owner for the property at 118 Forest Lake.  This is regarding the potential development 
of Jordan Retreat/1092 Jordan Dam Road. Here are our concerns. 
 
1) Storm water runoff and lack of SCMs(Storm Control Measures) in the plans. In effect a lack of adequate 
wet retention ponds prior to runoff reaching Forest Estate Lakes  
 
2) Steep gradients on the parcel which do not allow water absorption.  
 
3) Lack of adequate information and planning for septic system design as currently proposed. Improper flow 
rate data in submitted materials.  
 
4) Forest Lakes become silt ponds and wet retention ponds for Jordan Retreat.  
 
5) Several large parcels surround our community with the same problems with future development. Failure 
to enact protections now will further endanger our homes, land, and pond health.  
 
Please consider our concerns. 

 
 
--  
Thanks!  
May Huang 
 



WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click 

links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Hello Kimberly and Dan, Thank you for making sure that my comments are received by the planning 

board and entered into the information considered for review. Thank you, Amy Durso 

 

Planning Board Public Hearing and Subdivision Review 

10/3/23 

Concerns Submitted by Amy Durso, adjacent property owner, of proposed subdivision “Jordan Retreat”. 

Resident of the Hermitage neighborhood in Moncure for 27 years.  

Underfoot Engineering has submitted several proposals for the development of parcel 11433 for 

community review. These include an RV Park/Campground with 147 spaces; a PRD (R-1) subdivision with 

41 units and a conservation subdivision with 33 units.  

Speaking as an adjacent property owner, the proposed subdivision is not consistent with the existing 

residential development, the open space/conservation land management of bordering State and Federal 

properties nor the Chatham County Comprehensive Plan of 2017 and the Small Area Plan for Moncure, 

that I believe has already been approved by this Planning Board. 

I request that the developer and this planning board work to balance future projects with environmental 

protection, in this area that has historically been wooded, low density residential, while upholding the 

Chatham’s Comprehensive Plan of 2017, as the transition is made to the Small Area Plan for Moncure.   

The main impact that I request the Planning Board carefully consider and examine is Storm water runoff 

and lack of storm control measures in the submitted plans. Given the topology of parcel 11433 and the 

high levels of erosion that will ensue from the bulldozing and soil moving necessary to create a high 

density subdivision, the health of the adjacent ponds (that are cared for by Hermitage and Forest Lake 

Estates) and surrounding wetlands are at great risk of likely becoming silt retention ponds. Dirt will enter 

and damage the streams that feed these ponds. These ponds drain into the Haw river. The likely damage 

to the ponds will be inconsistent with aquatic and plant life and potentially negatively impact the Haw 

River, a drinking water supply.  

While Chatham County’s streams and wetlands have already been seriously compromised by the Vinfast 

site, Vinfast is unfortunately under the state’s jurisdiction and no action is being taken on this company’s 

violation of the clear water act. I am asking the Planning Board of Chatham county to please carefully 

study the proposed sedimentation and erosion control plans as well as soil reports and septic proposals, 

because our neighborhood ponds, wetlands and potentially, the Haw River will be harmfully impacted.   

In addition, I wish to raise the Planning Board’s awareness of concerns related to ecological impacts on 

wildlife and bird populations. 

1. Fragmentation of habitat: this proposed conservation subdivision will divide land into smaller lots, in 

this case, lot sizes less than 10,000 sq ft with units of 2400-3200 sq ft, for development while setting 

aside certain areas for conservation. This results in the fragmentation of habitat, which negatively 



impacts wildlife by disrupting the movement and migration patterns of bird species, making it more 

challenging for them to find resources and establish breeding territories. 

Current adjacent neighborhoods, the Hermitage, consist of 16, 10 acre wooded lots and Forest Lake 

Estates, 15, 3-10 acre lots. These low density, forested neighborhoods have allowed bird species and 

other wildlife to flourish. 

2. Edge effects: The creation of high density subdivisions can create an interface or edge between 

developed and conserved areas, known as an edge effect. Edge effects can cause changes in 

microclimates, increased predation, and higher vulnerability to invasive species, which can disrupt 

ecological processes and harm biodiversity. This edge effect is already evident on my property with the 

presence of Japanese Stiltgrass and Autumn Olive, both invasive plants that have migrated into my forest 

as a result of woodland clearing on parcel 11433. 

3. Habitat Destruction: This subdivision will require clearing of natural vegetation and the removal of 

trees, shrubs, and grasslands. This destruction of habitat will directly impact wildlife and bird populations 

by removing their nesting sites, food sources, and shelter. 

4. Increased Predation: High-density subdivisions can attract pests such as feral cats, dogs, and rodents 

which are not native to the area. These introduced predators can have a significant negative impact on 

local wildlife and bird populations by preying on them or competing for resources. 

5. Pollution and Environmental Hazards: With increased human population density comes an associated 

increase in pollution, noise pollution, light pollution, water contamination, and the use of chemical 

pesticides and fertilizers. These pollutants can harm or kill wildlife and birds, either directly or indirectly 

through the contamination of their food sources. 

 



WARNING: This message originated from outside the Chatham County email system. Do not click 

links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.  

Chatham County Planning Department Staff,  

Please see the questions and recommendations below from Haw River Assembly regarding the proposal 

for the Jordan Retreat First Plat plan.  

 

 

1. What type of package plant design will be used in the project?  

2. Where will the sludge be disposed of?  

 

Recommendations: 

1. Wastewater treatment package plants should use Best Available Technology to minimize runoff and 

septic fields should be irrigated through pipes rather than a spray field system.  

2. Lots 1, 24, and 25 should be decreased in size to protect existing buffers and prevent flooding.  

3. Because of the nutrient sensitivity, we recommend using a sequence batch reactor technology or 

equivalent design to maximize nutrient reduction in the waste treatment process.  

4. Because of the proximity to streams and the Haw River, and the Triassic basin soils in this part of the 

county, we recommend using enhanced silt fencing, increased retention times, and use of 

polyacrylamides in sediment basins to prevent sedimentation and increased turbidity during the 

construction process. 

 

Thank you,  

 

Emily Sutton, she/ her 

Haw Riverkeeper 

Haw River Assembly 

C: (573) 979-1038 

 

http://www.hawriver.org/















