








Supplementary information for a requested text amendment to the Watershed Protection Ordinance 

1. Any alleged error in the Ordinance, if any, which would be remedied by the proposed amendment 
 
The ordinance includes provisions for the creation of lots for minor utilities that do not have to 
meet the minimum lot size requirements and telecommunication towers fall under this 
definition. This exception is allowed within all the watershed districts in the county which leaves 
ambiguity whether telecommunication towers are allowed in all districts. This amendment seeks 
to clarify that telecommunication towers are allowed within critical area watersheds. 

2. The changed or changing conditions, if any, which make the proposed text and map amendments 
reasonably necessary. 
 
Telecommunication devices are now commonly used and have become critical infrastructure 
like power, natural gas, etc. and are towers are necessary infrastructure for the devices to work. 
Further, telecommunication towers are critical for emergency operations and the county is 
upgrading the system to meet current standards for interoperability between agencies, replace 
aging and outdated equipment and devices, and extend coverage throughout the county in 
areas where there is intermittent or no coverage. This amendment is necessary so a tower can 
be constructed on county owned property in a critical area watershed. 
 

3. The manner in which the proposed text and map amendments will carry out the intent and 
purpose of the Comprehensive Plan or part thereof.  You must note specifics from the plan 
giving reference to page number and section.  
 
Plan Chatham is a comprehensive plan adopted by the Board of Commissioners in November 
2017. The plan is a “strategic guide for future decisions in order to address the most pressing 
needs of the County and improve the quality of life enjoyed by current and future residents.”1 
The plan includes a chapter dedicated to resiliency and the goal is to “become more resilient by 
mitigating, responding and adapting to emerging threats.”2 Objective 1 in this chapter is to 
“improve emergency response and limit risk associated with natural and man-made disasters 
(droughts, floods, energy costs, and availability, etc.”3 

 

 
1 Plan Chatham, p. 6  
2 Plan Chatham, p. 111 
3 Plan Chatham, p. 111 


