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Chatham County Planning Board Agenda Notes 

 Date:  February 1, 2022 

Agenda Item: VIII-2   Attachment #: 1 

  Subdivision    Conditional Use Permit    Rezoning Request 

  Other:  

 

 

 

Introduction & Background: 
The current wording of the Chatham County Subdivision Regulations requires that when 
public right of way is added or extended onto a parcel, even if no additional lots are being 
created, that it is considered a Major Subdivision. This creates a burden on staff and 
applicants to follow the Major Subdivision guidelines and process for a simple addition or 
extension of a road or right-of-way. Currently, the public acquisition by purchase of strips of 
land for widening or opening streets or other public transportation corridors or greenways is 
an exempt division of property. It is staffs proposition that simple rights-of-way additions and 
extensions that do not create additional lots should be considered as an exempt subdivision 
as well and approved administratively at the discretion of the Planning Director. There is 
precedent for this request in the current regulations which allow the Planning Director to 
sign plats dedicating public rights-of-way for conservation subdivision up to 15 lots which 
has been used. 
 

 

Discussion & Analysis: 
Several sections of the Subdivision Regulations will be amended as part of this process 
change. Section 2 Definitions will be amended, specifically, the definitions of Minor and 
Major Subdivision. Section 4 (C) Exempt Subdivisions will be amended to add an additional 
exempt subdivision. This will be a sixth option allowing for the division of a tract of land 
resulting solely from dedication of land to be used for public road right-of-way not involving 
the creation of new lots. Section 7.2 (3) Rural Roads will add language stating the Planning 

Subject:  A legislative public hearing for a request by the Chatham County 
Board of Commissioners to consider amendments to the Chatham 
County Subdivision Regulations: amend Sections 2, Definitions, to 
modify the definitions for major and minor subdivision and 4(C), 
Exempt Subdivision, to add an exemption for the division of property 
for public right-of-way dedication for road widenings.  

Action Requested: See Recommendation 

Attachments: Redline Document 



Page 2 of 2 
 

Department may accept rights-of-way in any subdivision in which no additional lots are 
being created.  
 
The Board of commissioners held the public hearing at the January 18th meeting. The 
commissioners confirmed this procedural change was intended to aid developers of the TIP 
site. Staff explained that yes, the intention of the change was for the benefit of potential TIP 
site developers. There were no public comments.  
 

 

Recommendation: 
Discuss the request and provide a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. 
 

 


