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T H E  P L A N N I N G  P R O C E S S





Preserve the rural character and lifestyle of Chatham County.

Preserve, protect, and enable agriculture and forestry.

Promote a compact growth pattern by developing in and near 
existing towns, communities, and in designated, well planned, 
walkable mixed use centers.  

Diversify the tax base and generate more quality, in-county jobs to 
reduce dependence on residential property taxes, create economic 
opportunity and reduce out-commuting.

Conserve natural resources.

Provide recreational opportunities.

Provide infrastructure to support desired development and support 
economic and environmental objectives. 

Become more resilient by mitigating, responding, and adapting to 
emerging threats. 

Provide equitable access to high-quality education, housing and 
community options for all.

Foster a healthy community.
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT PARTNERSHIP

• Health in All Policies Approach (HiAP)

• Participating in efforts to gather, store, share data

• Outreach efforts

• Grants

• Funded analysis of Public Health Priority Areas 
(access issues)

• Percent Poverty

• Percent Minority Populations

• Car / Transportation

• Healthy Food Access

• Parks and Trails Access

• Death Rates from           
Heart Disease

This Health in All Policies approach 
systematically considers the health 
implications of policy decisions, and 
aims to improve population health 
and health equity.



KEY TAKE-A-WAYS

• Develop partnerships in the beginning

• Set up a conversation with your Health Department

• Grant funding helps, but isn’t necessary 

• Add a Health in All Policies Approach to

embed health and cross sector collaboration 

into your processes for future projects, 

policies and programs. 

Health in All Policies – Collaborate 
and share resources across departments 
and disciplines on policies, projects and 
strategies to promote efficiencies, 
reduce redundancies, and decrease costs 
to help improve performance and 
outcomes.



DRAFT FUTURE LAND USE AND CONSERVATION PLAN

HIGHLIGHTS

• Compact, walkable mixed use 
areas with focused residential 
growth 

• Designated Employment 
Centers to recruit jobs and 
diversify the tax base

• Rural and Agricultural Areas—
where lower density 
development is key to 
protecting rural character and 
farming operations

• Conservation Areas meant to 
protect water quality, wildlife 
habitat, and property rights


