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Discussion Topics

• Is there information about community vs. individual wells, is one better than another?

• How many community wells are in use in the county and how many people are served?

• Information about dewatered wells (i.e. wells that have failed)?

o If anecdotally it appears most failing wells are shallow, should/could we infer that 

the water table is getting lower?

• South Atlantic water survey data (was mentioned during the past meeting)?



Public Water Supply Categories

Public Water Supply
systems which provide piped drinking water to at least 15 connections or 

25 or more people 60 or more days per year.

• Community
a public water system that serves at least 15 service connections used by 

year-round residents or regularly serves at least 25 year-round 

residents.   

Ex. Municipal Water Supplies- Town of Pittsboro, Siler City, Chatham 

County (Could be wells or surface water)

• Non Community
public water system that is not a community water system

o Non Transient Non 

Community

System that serves 25 or more of the same people for 60 or more days 

per year.   

Ex. Churches, day cares, schools, large businesses (Primarily wells)

o Transient Non 

Community

System that provides water in a place such as a gas station or 

campground where people do not remain for long periods of time.  

Ex.  Gas stations/campgrounds (Primarily Wells)



IS THERE INFORMATION ABOUT COMMUNITY VS. INDIVIDUAL 
WELLS, IS ONE BETTER THAN ANOTHER?

Public Water Supply Wells 

(Community/Non Community )

Private Wells

Permitted by NCDEQ Public Water Supply Section Permitted by local health department

Annual sampling requirements* One time sampling requirement

Water system oversight by NCDEQ Water system oversight by well owner

*Sampling requirements (frequency/types) change based on number of people served by water system



Type of Water System Number in Chatham Number of People Served

Community 23 (15 wells) 40,000+  (1,900 by wells) 
estimate

Non Transient-Non 

Community

1(well) Church

Transient Non Community 28 (all wells) Gas stations/campgrounds 

and some churches

Private Wells Estimated 15,000 Unknown

How many community wells are in use in the county and how many people are served?
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• Information about dewatered wells (i.e. wells that have failed)?

o If anecdotally it appears most failing wells are shallow, should/could 

we infer that the water table is getting lower?



South Atlantic water survey data (was mentioned during the past meeting)?

Emailed Jason form from USGS



For more information contact  NCgroundwater@usgs.gov or (919) 571-4094 



QUESTIONS?




