Someone mistakenly put you in
the trash can instead of the
recycling where you really
belong. The trash truck picks
you up and takes you to the
landfill.
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have been placed at the curb
for collection by a recycling
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Landfills are where waste is
buried. Thousands of years
have gone by since you were
put in the landfill by someone
who chose not to recycle you.
Sorry, there’s no way out!
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buried. Luckily a bird flew by
the landfill and picked you up,
thinking you were food.
Realizing its mistake, the bird
dropped you into the nearest
recycling bin.
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Machines and workers sorted
you out along with many other
recyclables. You've been
squished into a block with
others like you, called a bale,
and sold to a manufacturer to
make new products.
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factory.
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You have been shredded up
into little pieces and reformed
into a new product using heat,
water, air, or other methods.
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You have been shredded up
into little pieces and reformed
into a new product using heat,
water, air, or other methods.

Go to the
store.

You were sitting on the shelf
when a shopper walked by and
decided to buy the same
product with less packaging to
reduce waste.

Stay at the
store.

A shopper put you in their
shopping cart to buy. You will
be taken to someone’s home

to be used!

Go to the
consumer.
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A consumer used all of your A consumer used all of your
contents, but thinks recycling is contents but doesn’t know
too hard so they put you in the what is recyclable, so they put

garbage can. you in the garbage can.

Go to the Go to the
trash can. trash can.
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contents and no longer needs contents and no longer needs
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