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1. The alleged error in this Ordinance, if any, which would be remedied by the 
proposed amendment with a detailed explanation of such error in the Ordinance 
and detailed reasons how the proposed amendment will correct the same. 
 

I am not claiming any error in this Ordinance.  

2. The changed or changing conditions, if any, of the area or in the County generally, 
which make the proposed amendment reasonably necessary to the promotion of 
the public health, safety and general welfare.  
 
This area is growing at a 2.83% rate with more than 21,000 people within a five mile 
radius, and over 114,000 within ten miles of this location. Housing is rapidly growing, 
especially within subdivisions off of US 15-501 (e.g. Briar Chapel and Chatham Park).  
 
I will be making use of the current 2,000 sf existing structure. Other than an ADA 
wheelchair ramp, there will be no other major structural modifications or changes to the 
exterior of the building. I intend to keep the majority, if not all, of the existing woodlands, 
including the entire dense west (back of property) and the south areas. I intend to keep 
this area in its rural state and will only be thinning out the underbrush and some small 
trees on the east border, (US 15-501 facing side, front of the property). The existing 
woodland provides a nice natural barrier, including dampening of the sound from traffic, 
so it will be cleaned up and not removed.  
 

3. The manner in which the proposed amendment will carry out the intent and 
purpose of any adopted plans or part thereof. 

 
This property fits in nicely with Chatham County’s vision for land conservation and 
development. The current woodlands will be protected, as will be the natural 
underground spring which is located on the south side of the property. The rural 
character of the house and land are suitable and ideal for this small business; the 
current structure will be used with slight modifications within and the land will be 
maintained and improved with native tress, plants and shrubs. 
 
The current driveway will be widened six feet from its existing eighteen feet and NCDOT 
has informed me that they will not require any roadway modifications for this proposed 
change. This property owns the driveway and gives right-of-way to the two other lots 
behind this property, (one is currently occupied and the other is currently woodlands). 
Proper drainage will be maintained to ensure soil suitability. 
 
The location of the property is across the street of Chatham Downs, and this area is part 
of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan, which is not adopted at this time. Please see the 
attached map. This area is slowly becoming more and more commercial, as is much of 
the 15-501 corridor from Chapel Hill to Pittsboro.  
 

4. The requested amendment is either essential or desirable for the public 
convenience or welfare.  
 
There is only one other chiropractic office within this five mile radius, therefore, a 
rezoning of this area will allow easier access to chiropractic care. There is a high 
demand for chiropractic services in the proposed location as approximately 8% of 
residents within the five mile radius (and 7.4% within ten miles) have visited a 
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chiropractor within the last twelve months. (For comparison, a dermatologist is at 12.4% 
and a physical therapist is at 6.3%.) Within a fifteen mile radius the demand for a 
chiropractor exceeds all other health professions.  
 
This will be a small office, with two doctors and one staff member initially (and a 
maximum of one additional doctor or therapist and one additional staff person possibly in 
the future). Patient volume is very low. Each doctor/therapist typically only sees on 
average four to five patients a day, so traffic volume and the impact to the existing area 
will be very low and well maintained.  
     

5. All other circumstances, factors and reasons which the applicant offers in support 
of the proposed amendment. 

 
The Appearance Committee was extremely pleased and excited about the proposed 
plan. Native and deer resistance plants will be used and the existing grounds will be 
maintained and improved where necessary. The privacy fence to the north has been 
extended a few feet to the east and to the west property line per the Appearance 
Committee recommendations. (This was their only recommendation.)  
 
My practice does not require roadside advertisement; therefore the sign facing US 15-
501 will be minimal. Proposed is a 6’X2’ sign approximately 6’ high, either double sided 
or two, single-sided signs at an angle per the visibility from both north and south 15-501 
traffic.  
 
The existing well and septic will be used and an operations permit revision from 
Environmental Health will be applied for. The current septic area has been located and 
marked and it is distant from any proposed land changes including parking spaces. 
 
The primary new impervious surfaces will be the parking areas. Ten are required per the 
size of the building and eleven are proposed. There will be eight parking spaces parallel 
and adjacent to the driveway, four of which will be concrete (one of which is ADA space) 
and the other four will be gravel. This is essentially the most significant change to the 
grounds and a few trees will need to be removed from that area, however other areas of 
current existing gravel parking will be replaced by trees, plants, and gardens. There will 
also be three gravel parking spaces in the front of the building. Concrete sidewalks will 
join the parking areas to the building, and possibly a gravel walkway rather than 
concrete from the back four spaces to the back of the building (staff parking/entrance). 
Lighting for these areas will be mounted from the building.  
 
Thank you for consideration of this rezoning. My family and I have been Chatham 
County residents since 1999 and I have been practicing in Orange County since this 
time. My patients come from all over the country and I teach my natural health care 
techniques (Systems Health Care) here in the US as well as internationally. I would like 
this property to be my office until the day I retire (at least 30 years from now) and by 
moving my successful practice to Chatham County those coming from outside the 
county and state will also enjoy and appreciate Chatham County as much as we do. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Stephen Gangemi  














