
Part 1.  Extension by Petition. 

§§ 160A-24 through 160A-28:  Repealed by Session Laws 1983, c.  636, s. 26. 
 
§ 160A-29.  Map of annexed area, copy of ordinance and election results recorded in 

the office of register of deeds. 
Whenever the limits of any municipal corporation are enlarged, in accordance with 

the provisions of this Article, it shall be the duty of the mayor of the city or town to cause 
an accurate map of such annexed territory, together with a copy of the ordinance duly 
certified, and the official results of the election, if conducted, to be recorded in the office 
of the register of deeds of the county or counties in which such territory is situated and in 
the office of the Secretary of State.  The documents required to be filed with the 
Secretary of State under this section shall be filed not later than 30 days following the 
effective date of the annexation ordinance.  All documents shall have an identifying 
number affixed thereto and shall conform in size in accordance with rules prescribed by 
the Secretary.  Failure to file within 30 days shall not affect the validity of the annexation.  
Any annexation shall be reported as part of the Boundary and Annexation Survey of the 
United States Bureau of the Census. (1947, c. 725, s. 6; 1973, c. 426, s. 74; 1987, c. 715, 
s. 6, c. 879, s. 3; 1989, c. 440, s. 7; 1991, c. 586, s. 1.) 
 
§ 160A-30.  Surveys of proposed new areas. 

The governing bodies of the cities and towns after five days' written notice to the 
owner of record or persons in possession of the premises are hereby authorized to enter 
upon any lands to make surveys or examinations as may be necessary in carrying out the 
mapping requirements of proposed annexations under any provision of Article 4A of 
Chapter 160A; provided, the city or town authorizing such entry shall make 
reimbursement for any damage resulting from such activity. (1947, c. 725, s. 7; 1973, c. 
426, s. 74; 1975, c. 312.) 
 
§ 160A-31.  Annexation by petition. 

(a) The governing board of any municipality may annex by ordinance any area 
contiguous to its boundaries upon presentation to the governing board of a petition signed 
by the owners of all the real property located within such area.  The petition shall be 
signed by each owner of real property in the area and shall contain the address of each 
such owner. 

(b) The petition shall be prepared in substantially the following form: 
DATE:             

To the ______________ (name of governing board) of the (City or Town) of 
______________ 

1. We the undersigned owners of real property respectfully request that the area 
described in paragraph 2 below be annexed to the (City or Town) of______________ 

2. The area to be annexed is contiguous to the (City or Town) of ________ and the 
boundaries of such territory are as follows: 

 



(c) Upon receipt of the petition, the municipal governing board shall cause the 
clerk of the municipality to investigate the sufficiency thereof and to certify the result of 
his investigation. Upon receipt of the certification, the municipal governing board shall 
fix a date for a public hearing on the question of annexation, and shall cause notice of the 
public hearing to be published once in a newspaper having general circulation in the 
municipality at least 10 days prior to the date of the public hearing; provided, if there be 
no such paper, the governing board shall have notices posted in three or more public 
places within the area to be annexed and three or more public places within the 
municipality. 

(d) At the public hearing all persons owning property in the area to be annexed 
who allege an error in the petition shall be given an opportunity to be heard, as well as 
residents of the municipality who question the necessity for annexation.  The governing 
board shall then determine whether the petition meets the requirements of this section.  
Upon a finding that the petition meets the requirements of this section, the governing 
board shall have authority to pass an ordinance annexing the territory described in the 
petition.  The governing board shall have authority to make the annexing ordinance 
effective immediately or on any specified date within six months from the date of passage 
of the ordinance. 

(e) From and after the effective date of the annexation ordinance, the territory and 
its citizens and property shall be subject to all debts, laws, ordinances and regulations in 
force in such municipality and shall be entitled to the same privileges and benefits as 
other parts of such municipality.  Real and personal property in the newly annexed 
territory on the January 1 immediately preceding the beginning of the fiscal year in which 
the annexation becomes effective is subject to municipal taxes as provided in G.S. 
160A-58.10.  If the effective date of annexation falls between June 1 and June 30, and the 
effective date of the privilege license tax ordinance of the annexing municipality is June 
1, then businesses in the area to be annexed shall be liable for taxes imposed in such 
ordinance from and after the effective date of annexation. 

(f) For purposes of this section, an area shall be deemed "contiguous" if, at the 
time the petition is submitted, such area either abuts directly on the municipal boundary 
or is separated from the municipal boundary by a street or street right-of-way, a creek or 
river, or the right-of-way of a railroad or other public service corporation, lands owned by 
the municipality or some other political subdivision, or lands owned by the State of North 
Carolina.  In describing the area to be annexed in the annexation ordinance, the municipal 
governing board may include within the description any territory described in this 
subsection which separates the municipal boundary from the area petitioning for 
annexation. 

(g) The governing board may initiate annexation of contiguous property owned by 
the municipality by adopting a resolution stating its intent to annex the property, in lieu of 
filing a petition.  The resolution shall contain an adequate description of the property, 
state that the property is contiguous to the municipal boundaries and fix a date for a 
public hearing on the question of annexation.  Notice of the public hearing shall be 
published as provided in subsection (c) of this section.  The governing board may hold 



the public hearing and adopt the annexation ordinance as provided in subsection (d) of 
this section. 

(h) A city council which receives a petition for annexation under this section may 
by ordinance require that the petitioners file a signed statement declaring whether or not 
vested rights with respect to the properties subject to the petition have been established 
under G.S. 160A-385.1 or G.S. 153A-344.1.  If the statement declares that such rights 
have been established, the city may require petitioners to provide proof of such rights.  A 
statement which declares that no vested rights have been established under G.S. 
160A-385.1 or G.S. 153A-344.1 shall be binding on the landowner and any such vested 
right shall be terminated. (1947, c. 725, s. 8; 1959, c. 713; 1973, c. 426, s. 74; 1975, c. 
576, s. 2; 1977, c. 517, s. 4; 1987, c. 562, s. 1; 1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 996, s. 3.) 
 
§ 160A-31.1.  Assumption of debt. 

(a) If the city has annexed under this Part any area which is served by a rural fire 
department and which is in: 

(1) An insurance district defined under G.S. 153A-233; 
(2) A rural fire protection district under Article 3A of Chapter 69 of the 

General Statutes; or 
(3) A fire service district under Article 16 of Chapter 153A of the General 

Statutes, 
then beginning with the effective date of annexation the city shall pay annually a 
proportionate share of any payments due on any debt (including principal and interest) 
relating to facilities or equipment of the rural fire department, if the debt was existing at 
the time of submission of the petition for annexation to the city under this Part.  The rural 
fire department shall make available to the city not later than 30 days following a written 
request from the city, information concerning such debt.  The rural fire department 
forfeits its rights under this section if it fails to make a good faith response within 45 days 
following receipt of the written request for information from the city, provided that the 
city's written request so states by specific reference to this section. 

(b) The annual payments from the city to the rural fire department on such shared 
debt service shall be calculated as follows: 

(1) The rural fire department shall certify to the city each year the amount 
that will be expended for debt service subject to be shared by the city as 
provided by subsection (a) of this section; and 

(2) The amount determined under subdivision (1) of this subsection shall be 
multiplied by the percentage determined by dividing the assessed 
valuation of the area of the district annexed by the assessed valuation of 
the entire district, each such valuation to be fixed as of the date the 
annexation ordinance becomes effective. 

(c) This section does not apply in any year as to any annexed area(s) for which the 
payment calculated under this section as to all annexation ordinances adopted under this 
Part by a city during a particular calendar year does not exceed one hundred dollars 
($100.00). 



(d) The city and rural fire department shall jointly present a payment schedule to 
the Local Government Commission for approval and no payment may be made until such 
schedule is approved.  The Local Government Commission shall approve a payment 
schedule agreed upon between the city and the rural fire department in cases where the 
assessed valuation of the district may not readily be determined, if there is a reasonable 
basis for the agreement. (1989, c. 598, s. 2.) 
 
§ 160A-32.  Repealed by Session Laws 1983, c. 636, s. 26.1, effective June 29, 1983 


