e Connector Routes

through the countryside. At Crutchfield Crossroads,
cyclists can head north to connect with the Alamance
County Bicycle routes or turn south 1o the route’s end
which intersects with Route 4 in Siler (see Siler City
description under Route 4).

with numbered bike route signs, like

Bicycle Routes [t

gg d Routes are highlighted on the map but
are not marked with signs. These routes connect main routes
with towns and points of interest and provide connections to
neighboring county bicycle route systems.

are the Road” signs o alert
matorists that bicyclists may be on the road.

The Bicycling Highways Routes connect the distant
corners of North Carolina via 3,000 miles of lightly traveled,
scenic back roads. Two of these routes,
the Carolina Conne
Route 1) and the
Bike Rowte 2), pass through Chatham

h are marked with signs.

f these and other routes can be
m the Office of Bicycle and
Pedestrian Transportation (see Resource
Section for address).

The Goldston-Bennett-Bonlee Loop (35 miles) provides a
scenic loop in the southwestern corner of the county: Traveling
clockwise from Goldston (see description under Rouie 3}, the
route passes Goldston Park #; where there is a picnic area
Wooded rolling hills lead through Harpers Crossraads to
Bennett. Picturesque dairy and horse farms line the route as it
continues past M. Vernon Springs into Bonlee to connect with
Route 4 back to Goldston.

proceeds into Bynum. Steep terrain through this area leads
down to the Haw River where the route crosses the narrow,
one-lane Bynum Bridge 7, built in 1922 1o replace a wooden
covered bridge. When the water level is low, the rocky botom
of the river is exposed, and, alter a good rain, the sycamore
trees lining the river are reflected on the high water- both are
splendid views. Mills have existed at this site since 1800. The
as converted 1o

The Bonlee-Route 3 Connector (6 miles) provides a short cut

Carolina Connection, U.S. Bike Route 1 from Bonlee to Pittsboro, connects Routes 3 and 4 and inter-
(9 miles), is part of a 180-mile north- b sm.wnamﬂwssm: Loop. Pouliry farms
ke e S e Ko dominate the scenery along this route.

Lake State Recreation Area to Laurinburg,

ers between 1872 and 1928 . In Bynum cyclists can pick up the
Bynum-Jordan Lake Connector, which ends at Route 4, or
continue south into Pittsboro on Route 3. Traffic increases as the

route nears the U.S. 64 intersection. Numerous historical build- passing through the southeast comer of The Crutchfield C ds-Al Co. Connector
ings and Pittshor ‘harming downtown area invite exploration. Chatham County. Starting from the (2.5mi.) provides a direct connection via S.R. 1004 to Snow
The Chatham y Courthouse #, the Masonic Lodge . the Wake and Chatham county line, the Camp where it intersects with the Alamance County Bicycle
Manly Law Office 4. the Pittshoro Preshyterian Church # and route passes through Merry Oaks, inter- Route system. Maps of these routes can be obtained from the
the Justice Motor Company buildingsk are all worth seeing-- as sects with a connector route to Jordan Office of Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation (sec Resources
are the numerous historic homes along the route. The route Lake % and crosses the Haw River 1o section for address).

continues past Meroney Methodist Church, through rural and
residential areas, into Goldston #%. This charming historical

town exhibits typical *boom town™ commercial architecture,
such as the Go
the route intersects Route 4 and the Goldston-Bonlee-Bennett
Loop, continues south through Carbonton to the Moore County
line and follows S.R. 1624 to connect with an established system
of bicycle routes.

Haywood where it intersects with Route 4
Haywood was a contender in 1790 to be
the site of the University of North The Jordan Lake Connector Routes provide access o Jordan
Carolina. Until 1850 it was a prospering town where a rail Lake. lts expansive vistas, rec i
line transported goods arriving by hip up the Cape camping areas are a primary d
Fear River. The route continues south 1o the Lee County line

s and on pretiy spring and fall week-
ighlighted as connectors from
and 2 are suggested as

The Mountains to Sea, N.C. Bike Route 2 (8 miles),
crosses the state from Murphy to Manteo. This 700-mile route
forms the backbane of the Bicycling Highways system. The
route passes through the northeast corner of Chatham County,
from Orange County to Wake County, intersects with Route 3
and connects to Jordan Lake, Rural residential areas,

Route 4 (36 miles) runs west 1o east across the southern

portion of Chatham County. Originating in Siler City, the

largest city in Chatham County, the route then passes through
y prings and Ore Hill ¢ Here cyclists can either

roadls-they are narrow and carry many vehicles pulling boats,

Bonlee-Bennett Connector or stay on Route 4, Christmas tree farms, pick-vour-own berry farms and horse The Bynum-Jordan Lake Connector (7miles) begins at
through Goldston and on to Gulf. Four miles east of Gulf at pastures dot the landscape. Panoramic views of Jordan Route 3 in Bynum and winds through wooded areas along
S.R. 2153, the route runs beside the Deep River and continues Lake # feature brilliant leaf colors in the fall and sailboats roads with steep grades and no shoulders. The route passes

during the summer. through Griffins Crossroads heading downhill to Vista Point

Recreation Area % on Jordan Lake. Picnic tables, restrooms
and a group camping site are available here.



