Points of Interest

Chatham History

Chatham County’s first settlers were Quakers who arrived
in the 17405, Later settle: wveled up the Cape Fear River
from coastal North Carolina or overland from Virginia and far-
ther north to homestead alang the Deep and Haw rivers, Many
settlers were British Loyalists, while others were rebels, which
made a turbulent mixture during and after the Revolutionary
‘War, The county was formed in 1771 from the southern part of
Orange County by the Colonial Assembly; while the county
seat, Pittshorough, was formally esiablished in 1787. Chatham
County was named after Sir William Pitt the Elder, Earl of
Chatham (1708-1778) and defender of American rights when
he served as Prime Minister of England. Pittsboro was named
after his son William Pitt, the Younger, Stler City, the largest
town in Chatham County, began to llourish after 1884 with the
coming of the railroad. It is named for Samuel Siler, who
donated the land for a rail depot.

From its earliest days, Chatham’s econonny was based on agri-
culture, first by self-sufficient yeoman farmers and later with
cash crops such as cotton. After the boll weevil destroyed the
cotton fields around World War I, farmers switched from cot-
ton to poultry. Today the poultry and livestock industries pro-
vide the majority of Chathams agriculiural mcome.

An early industry in Chatham County was grinding com
Rivers and streams also powered numerous small grist mills
and saw mills. The forests sustained a large lumbering indus-
iry after the arrival of the railroad and other industries were
based on localized natural resources. Iron and coal deposits
along the Deep River and at Ore Hill were exploited when war
made this economically feasible. Clay deposits led to brick-
making, and Chatham was dubbed the “Brownstone Capital”
for its deposits of the brownish-red sandstone that was quar-
ried and shipped to Bosten and other northern cities for their
distinctive brownstone buildings.

The healthy climate of the Piedmont attracted wealthy planters
from the coastal plain, many of whom convered from summer
visitors 10 permanent residents and built starely homes found in
and around Pittsboro. The healing waters of Mt. Vernon Springs
attracted many northern visitors in the late 18005,

Today, the county is home to many artisans who practice their
trades. Tucked along the back roads are poters, weavers,
woodworkers, metalsmiths, sculptors, painters and other
cralts peaple. Locations of cra studios are shown on the
map, Contact the Chatham County Arts Council for more
information.

‘While industry prospers in the area, Chatham Countys char-
acter still remains rural. Since the creation of Jordan Lake, it
has once again become 4 mecca for recreational enthustasts.
The mild climate makes year-round outdoor activities possi-
ble. The ideal seasons for bicycling are spring and fall when
average daytime temperatures are in the 705,

Stories of Chatham

James B. Hunt Jr. Governor
Garland B. Garrett Jr. Secretary of Transportation
David D. King Deputy Secretary for

Transit, Rail and Aviation g : >q =
Safety Tips COUNT

legally has been considered a vehicle in North

the operation of a motor vehicle. North Carolina traffic laws.
require bicyclists to:

* Ride on the right with traffic

» Obey all traffic signs and signals

« Use signals to communicate intended movements

* Yield to pedestrians and emergency vehi

« Equip bicycles with front lamps visib
rear reflectors visible from a distance of 200 feet at night

lways lose in a conflict with a motor
vehicle. Ride defensively and in a predictable manner to
avoid accidents. Be courieous Lo other drivers, Keep traffic
flowing by helping motorists pass in a safe manner.

« Always wear a bicycle helmet

« Use a backpack or hicycle bag to carry goods

+ Avoid biking at night

« Ride single file when in a group

« Wear bright clothing to increase visibijity.
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Chatham County Arts Conncil Crosswinds Marina
Jordan Lake Boat Rentals
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