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Goals of the Conservation Plan

A community vision for natural resources

A greater understanding and awareness of
the importance and location of natural
resources

An understanding of the economic
importance of forest resources for timber,
recreation and water quality o 3

Increased knowledge of impacts and I ™
threats to important natural resources

Preferred strategies to manage and protect
natural resources
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Data and information synthesis
Methods and analysis results
Strategies for implementation and protection/management

Environmental Resource Database

Conservation Analysis and Mapping

Identify and prioritize important habitats, species, and forest resources, and
resource connections

Model areas that meet the State’s Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) and stakeholder
priorities

Create conservation layers and maps depicting high-priority resources and
connections

Stakeholder Engagement

On-line (non-technical) Tool

Instructions for navigating Plan and information posted on County and CCP
websites



Project Overview S

ConservAaTION

' ParTuersHie ./
g A "-.I e,

Forest Resources =

Forest Resource Analysis
Analysis and mapping of forest types, prioritized forest resources,
sensitive habitat locations, and economic value of forest resources (for
timber, recreation, and water quality)

Forest Resource Summary Report
List of key findings (community vision, existing forestry practices used
for timber harvesting, ecological and economic importance, and
impacts and threats to forest resources)
Strategies for management and protection of forest resources
Strategies and priority maps for protecting connected network of
agricultural, forestry, recreational, and natural habitats

Draft Ordinance/Policy Recommendations



CCP - Comprehensive Conservation Plan
Estimated Timeline

Robert J. Goldstein & Associates, Inc.
October 22, 2002

1. Data Compilation and Synthesis

2. Environmental Database Development

3. Identify/Prioritize High-quality Habitats,
Species, and Forest Resources

4. Stakeholder Meetings

5. GI5 Modeling and Mapping

6. Draft Plan/Recommendations

7. Final Plan and Online Tool




Chatham Conservation Plan
Focus Group

The Focus Group assists in development of the Plan; identification
of GIS data and other planning information needs and gaps;
establishment of criteria to prioritize resources; review of GIS
analysis and mapping

Local, State and Federal agencies, conservation organizations, and
citizens have been participating in monthly meetings, including
representatives from:

NCNHP, NCWRC, NCDPR, NCDFR, USFWS, TLC, PCC,
Chatham County, Town of Pittsboro, Town of Cary, NC Cooperative Extension,
Chatham Soil and Water Conservation

http://chathamconservation.wikispaces.com/
(Conservation Plan Committee)



http://chathamconservation.wikispaces.com/

chathameongervation - Conservation Plan Committee

N
-
CHatHam

Conservation
P
ParTiERSHIP

£, Join this Wiki
"™ Recent Changes
ar Manage Wiki
|Searoh =%

Home
Announcements
Chaner
Conservation Flan
Committes
Education and
Outreach
Commitee
Map Committes
Mesting Surmmaties
Outreach Materials
Flan Resources
Upsoming Mestings

httpeffchathame onservation.wikispaces. com/Conservation+Plan+ Committes

Page 1 of 3

guesst - Join - Help - Sign In - | ¥ wikispaces |

¢ Conservation Plan Committee
page =  discussion  history

The CGP ithrough TLC apddhefi&D) has contracted with
with Robert J. Goldstein & associates, Inc. (RJGEA) to

5 Protected
develop a comprehensive conservation plan for Chatham

County (Plan). The Plan will develop a process for assembling and synthesizing
conservation information and plans for interpretation and public use inlosal, regional
and statewide decision making. The Flan will also present a strategic approach to
integrate conservation ssience, landssape ecology, environmental data, and plans
into a decision support tool for community action,

Speacifizally, the Plan will

»develop a community vision for natural resources,

s deseribe and identify the importancs of local resources;

» address impacts and threats to resources,;

» outling preferred manag ement strategias to protect these resources,
Consequently, this Plan will enhanee the understanding of conservation issues

and pricritizs, and halp the county, along with local, state and federal
stakeholders, take astion to influence land use and policy dedisions.

Plan Stesring Committes Marmbers: Lalgh Ann Clen ek, Julie Elmore, Tandy Jones,
Sarah McHag, CynthiaVan Der Wisle John Ann Shearar, Brenda Williams,
Jacquelyn Wallase

Contast: Leigh Ann Glensk, lsien ek@tle-ne org

CCP PLAN FOCUS GROUP

Mext Focus Group Meeting:

January 21, 2000, 1:30-2:20pm #f COCC Building 2, Mulfipurpose Room (764
West Street, Fittsboro)

Pleass join us if vou are interested in being a part of the advisory group for the Plan,

The purpose of the CCP Plan Focus Group is to:

« Assist in identification of goals and measurable objectives

& Assistin identifization of GIS data and other planning infarmation needs and
gaps

& Hazlp establish criteria to prioritize resources and guide GIS analysis to mest
those criteria

* Review analysis results (including maps depicting high-priority habitats,
species, and forest resources, and connestions betwesn these resources)

1/4/2010

wmservation Plan Commitiee

« Review draft Plan as it develops
+ Provide leedback throughout the planning process

Siakeholders with parlicular expertise, experience and inlerest are especially
ancouraged 1o participate in the CGP Plan Focus Group.

Contact: Allison Weakley, FJGEA, al asweakley@rigacaroling com

CCP Plan Listserve

To receive updales on Focus Group meetings and activities, please consider joining
the CCP Plan Focus Group listserve (cop-plan@lists.ncsuedy ). I you would like
o subscribe (or unsubscnba) to the listsarva, pleasa follow these instructions:

SUBSCRIBE

To subscribe 1o the Focus Group lisiserva, sand this one-line massage o
mj2@@lisls.ncsu.edy : subscribe ccp-plan.

Il the address you wish to subscribe to the list is diferent from the address from
which you are sending the message, the command may be written inslead as:
subscribe cop-plan <EmailAddress= - and replace "EmailAddress” with the address
you want 1o subscribe to the list.

UNSUBSCRIBE

Follow same instructions as above, bul substitute UNSUBSCRIBE for SUBSCRIBE.

Focus Group Meelings

FOCUS GROUP MEETING #1 - Oct 22, 1:30-4:30pm, CCCC Multipurpose Hoom
Balow are minutes from our first Focus Group meeting, and updated drall data and
information ksis prasanied at that masling

RJGEA Focus Group Presantation X CCP Plan_Focus

Fa
-

Group_RJGA_Oclober2008. pdl

Minules CCP Plan_FogusGroup_Mig1_ 081022 doc

Rare Species/Habilats (racked as element occurmences by the MG Natural Herage
Program) - Novembser 2009 dratt Rare species in

Chatham_Movember2008_drafi.xls
Siate Wildlite Action Plan (SWAP) Prority Species, Habitats, and River Basing in
Chatham - November 2003 drall SWAP Pricrily Species and

Habélals_Movembar2008_dian.xks
Prans, Policies and Ordinances - November 20009 draf

x|

CCP Pian_Ptans

Polickes Ordinances_RJGAA_Mov2009 dralt.xls

Page 2 of 3



Building on State and Regional
Conservation Planning

NC Conservation Planning Tool
NC State Wildlife Action Plan
Southern Forest Land Assessment

NC Forest Resource Assessment

The Chatham Conservation Plan considers layers used in
these State models, and provides updates and additions
to provide Biodiversity/Wildlife Habitat and Forest
Resource analyses to supplement these State models
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NC Consé};/ation Planning Tool
(CPT )

Biodiversity and Wildlife Habitat Assessment -
prioritizes aquatic and terrestrial habitat, landscape function and
connectivity

Forestry Assessment — prioritizes forestry lands that are
important for sustaining the forest products sector of economy and
providing ecosystem services

Open Space & Conservation Lands Assessment - lands
in permanent conservation and actively managed as open space

Water Services Assessment - prioritizes lands most critical to
protect water resources (quality, quantity)

Farmland Preservation Assessment — prioritizes viable and
threatened agriculture lands

http://www.onencnaturally.org/pages/ConservationPlanningTool.html




CPT Biodiversity/Wildlife Habitat -




Biodiversity/Wildlife Habitat Assessment Legend
Relative Conservation Value Conservation Land

I Maximum (10) 1] Federal
] st

.j Other
| Conservation Easements

0RO

[ ] Moderate (1)

- Impervious Surface

Key to |dentify Tool results for
the Biodiversity/Wildlife Habitat Assessment
CaLIoy | vaiue Individual Input Layers
i o Nﬂm:rthg;.n:éMageMaE- {N.C. Natural Heritage Program)
o Lird
NHP ] Significant Natural I-’!enlage Areas -Regional Signficance
NHP ] Significant Nalural Heritage Areas - Local Signrﬁcinm
NHP 5 Element Occurrences — High ranking
NHP 4 Element Qceurrences — High ranking - Other
Wetlands 7 Coastal Region Evaluation of Wetland Systems ICREWS -
Excepticnal ranking {N.C. Division of Coastal Management)
Wetlands 3] Coastal Region Evaluation of Wetland Systems ICREWS —
Substantial ranking (N.C. Division of Coaslal Managemen)
Wetlands 5 National Wetlands Inventory (U.5. Fish & Wildhfe Service]
Wetlands 2 Coastal Region Evaluation of Wetland Systems JCREWS —
Beneficial ranking (N.C. Division of Coastal Management)
Guilds 1-10_| Landscape Habitat Indicator Guilds (N.C_Natural
DWQ 10 Outstanding Resource Walers tN.C. Division of Waler Quakly)
DWW g BioClass Excellent
DWQ ] High Quality Waters
DWW 7 BioClass Good
DWOQ 1 All other streams
FishHabital_| 9 Mative Brook Trout_ (N Wilkdife Resources Commission]
FishHabitat | & Anadromous Fish 5 Spawning Areas (N.C. Division of Marine Fishenas)
FishMursery | & Fish Mursery Areas (N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries)
Watersheds | 7 Stream buffer tributaries to Threatened & Endangered Species
(N.C. Wildiife Rescurces Commission)
Watersheds | 3 Prionity Watersheds (N.C. Natural Hertage Frogram,
Reasources Commission, The Nature Consenvancy)
Marine & Cyster Sancluaries {N.C. Divisior of Manine Fisheries)
Marine [ Submerged Aquatic Vegetation _
| Hardbottom | & Open ShellFish Hardbottom (W.C. Division of Marine Fisheries)
Hardbottom | 7 Hard Bottom
| Hardbottom | 5 Closed Shellfish Mardbotiom
IEA & Important Bird Area _ _ {Audubon)
Impendous | 99 Imperdous Surface above 20% (LS. Environmenial Protection Agency)
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NC State Wildlife Action Plan
(SWAP)

Priority Species

« O O » « 0
Species of greatest conservation concern” and “species
with greatest conservation need”

Eight taxonomic groups in North Carolina: amphibians,
birds, crayfish, freshwater fish, freshwater snails,
freshwater mussels, mammals, and reptiles

Priority Habitats

identified by their associations with priority species

grouped by ecoregion e



Table 5A.1. Habitats, by ecoreglon, across North Carolina,

Mid& dantic Southern
Coaseal Plain Fiedmont Blue Ridge

Terrestrial habitats Beach/dum

Estuarine communities
Maritime forest/shrub

Tidal swamp forest and wetlands
Monalluvial minerl wetlinds
Smallwetland communities
et pine savanna

Pocosin

Diry longleaf pine forest!

Lakes and reseroirs

Riverine aquatic communities
Floodplain forest

Early successional

Oak Forest (& miced hardwoods/pine|

Diry coniferows woodlands
Mesic forest

Low e kewation cliffs/rock outcrops*
High elevation rock outcrops
Caves and mines

Bogs and associated wethnds* !
Cowve forest

Horthern hardwoods
Spruce-fir forest
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Southern Forest Land Assessment
(SFLA)

Forest Resource Forest Resource Threat
Richness Development Level
Forestland Wildlife Risk
Forest Patches Forest Health
Riparian Areas Forest Resource Priority
Forested Wetlands All 13 layers, excluding urban
Priority Watersheds areas and open water (and
Proximity to Public Lands public lands)
Public Drinking Water —_—
Threatened and : s =

Endangered Species
Site Productivity
Slope



Chatham Conservation Plan
Important Conservation Layers

Significant Natural
Heritage Areas (SNHAs)

Element occurrences (EOs)

Landscape Habitat
Indicator Guilds (LHIGs)

Wetlands
Streams
Priority Watersheds

Important Bird Areas
(IBASs)

SWAP Priority Habitats

Forest resources (forest
patch size, forest type, soil
productivity)

Protected land
Slope
Erodible soils

Threats (impervious
surface, current and
projected development)



Data Updates

Streams - “soil streams” digitized for County from NRCS
2005 soils data

Wetlands - “wet spots” and hydric inclusions from NRCS

soils data intersected with NWI, flood hazard areas, and
forested areas

Forest resources - forest blocks >75 acres determined
using SEGAP data




Streams - USGS
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Streams — NRCS 2005 (soil survey)




Streams — USGS

(southern LUP area)
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Streams — NRCS 2005

_(proposed mlxed use)
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Streams, Wetlands, Soils, Slqges,
and LIDAR DTI\/I Breaklmes




PT Biodiversity/Wildlife_tHabitat

(proposed mixed use area)




PT Water Services (and.-Forestry)

(proposed mlxed use area)
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Contact Information

Robert J. Goldstein and Associates, Inc.
1221 Corporation Parkway, Suite 100
Raleigh, NC 27517
019.872.1174 (Raleigh office)
019.542.6609 (Chatham office)
aeweakley@rjgacarolina.com

RJG&A

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS
800-407-0889 www.RJGAca

Allison Weakley - Project Manager,
Chris Hopper, Sean Doig, Gerald Pottern
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Data/Information on CCP Wik

Priority habitats, species and forest resources
Rare Species (and associated habitats)
SWAP Priority Species (and associated habitats)
SWAP Priority Habitats

GIS Data Catalogue

Plans, Policies, and Ordinances

See http://chathamconservation.wikispaces.com
(Conservation Plan Committee)



http://chathamconservation.wikispaces.com/

Chatham/Cary Joint LUP Area:
CPT Biodiversity/Wildlife Habitat
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CPT Forest Resources

»*(northern LUP area)
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